






All over the world, mammals burrow in snug dens or snooze on 
riverbeds of sand and silt. While these animals rest, the water
sings a burbling lullaby as it laps against the bank. 
What would it be like to dream by a stream?



With the help of their mother, the youngsters rub and nuzzle until their 
fur is dry and clean. One young otter pokes the other and starts a 
game of chase. They play until at last they’re tuckered out. Then they 
all lump up together for a long, leisurely snooze.

Beside a stream that flows into the 
Mississippi River, two young otters 
slip inside a hollow tree. 



After grooming every droplet 
of water off its dense coat, the 
beaver hunkers down.

It tucks its head 
between its hind 

legs and hugs 
front paws to 
its chest. In a 

dry furry heap, 
the beaver falls 
sound asleep.

In a creek near the St. Lawrence River, a beaver 
family has built a snug lodge. At bedtime, a 
beaver swims to an underwater doorway and 
crawls up a tunnel into a dark den. 



		  The mighty Amazon River rushes through
		  rainforest and grassland. Pink river dolphins, 
		  called botos, live in the Amazon’s waters. 
During rainy season, when the river overflows onto the 
grasslands, a tired boto searches for a shallow spot. 
There, it swims lazily near the surface. Rising and 
breathing, sinking and sleeping, the 
boto rests in rich, dark water.




