
The “For Creative Minds” educational section includes: 
Leaves—The Shape of It All 

Plant Parts 
What Good Are Plants? 

Match the Leaves and the Trees 
 

There are also “Related Websites,” “Interactive Quizzes,” and “Teaching Activities” on Sylvan Dell 
Publishing’s website, www.SylvanDellPublishing.com, to help parents and educators expand the 
learning possibilities! Thanks to Dr. John O’Keefe and Pamela M. Snow at Fisher Museum, Har-
vard Forest; to Robert Smith, Arborist and Susan Erickson, Research Coordinator at the Arbor 

Day Foundation for verifying the accuracy of the information in this book. 
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The summer days get a little colder…. 
The leaves turn from green to orange and red. Fall must be on the way, and while you unpack sweaters and 
scarves, the animals frolic outside in the crisp autumn air beneath a wide blue sky. In Fran Hawk’s Count 
Down to Fall, watch the falling leaves tumble all around. The vibrant and detailed illustrations of Sherry 
Neidigh capture the majesty of the maple, the oak, the linden, and more.  Critters play in the time of chang-
ing seasons, and remind us that the changes of the earth affect us all—animals and humans alike! 

 

“In a’ nutshell’, Count Down to Fall would make a great read-aloud and learning resource addi-

tion to any bookshelf!”- National Writing for Children Center 



About the Author and Illustrator  

Sherry Neidigh, a graduate of Ringling School of Art and Design, 
has been freelance illustrating for over twelve years. Sherry’s 
love of animals and nature comes through in her bright, color-
ful art. In addition to illustrating Count Down to Fall, and The 
Best Nest for Sylvan Dell, Sherry has illustrated several trade 
and education titles including Who Needs That Nose?, If I Had 
a Tail, and Black and White. Sherry lives in South Carolina. For 
more information about Sherry, visit her website at http://
www.sherryneidigh.com/. 

Fran Hawk’s favorite things are children, books, and writing. Writing children’s 
books is her dream come true, because it combines all three. Fran resides in 
South Carolina, and when the famous Hunley submarine was raised from 
Charleston harbor, she wrote a children’s book about the event. Her next book 
was called Ten Tips for Raising Readers, in which Fran shares all the best infor-
mation she had gathered about bringing children and books together. One au-
tumn afternoon, Fran was walking as leaves drifted down all around her. She 
realized she only knew the names of a few of them, so she got some leaf books 
from the library and worked on identifying them. Then, she thought it would be 
interesting to write a children’s book that would make it fun to learn the names 
of leaves. The result was Count Down to Fall. 
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Contact Information  
 

For additional information about Count Down to Fall and other Sylvan Dell books, please contact our sales team  
at 877-958-2600 or Sales@SylvanDellPublishing.com. 

 

For media inquiries or to schedule an event for your store, please contact Ashlee Rowe at  
877-958-2600 or  ashleerowe@SylvanDellPublishing.com. 


