
Plus, 60-70 pages of cross-curricular Teaching Activities and three Interactive Reading 

Comprehension and Math Quizzes on Gopher to the Rescue’s homepage 

(SylvanDellPublishing.com) to help parents and educators extend the learning possibilities.  

Gopher to the Rescue! has been carefully vetted for accuracy.  

How can the mountain recover? 
The forest animals are surprised when a volcano suddenly 
explodes, covering the land in gritty, warm ash and rocks 
that make it unlivable for many plants and animals. 
Gopher survives in his underground burrow with food to 
eat. How does Gopher help bring life back to the 
mountain? Scientists spent years observing life returning 
to the mountain following the eruption of Mount St. 
Helens on May 18, 1980. This fictionalized story is based 
on their surprising observations of how life returns to an 
area that has been totally changed or destroyed.  
(Ages  4-9) 

For Creative Minds 

Teachers and parents will love the educational section, which 
includes the following activities: 

What and Where are Volcanoes? 

Tectonic Plates (With Map) 

Natural Disasters and Habitat Changes 

Hands On: Pressure and Melting 
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About the Author & Illustrator  

Laurie O’Keefe’s undergraduate degree in zoology and her 
graduate degree in human anatomy have helped with her 
scientific illustrations in the medical and scientific fields. Her client 
list reads like a “Who’s Who” in scientific illustrations from text 
books and magazines to zoos and museums. This is her first 
picture book. Visit her website at www.laurieokeefe.com.  

www.SylvanDellPublishing.com 
Facebook: facebook.com/SylvanDell 

Blog:  www.sylvandellpublishing.wordpress.com 
Twitter:  www.twitter.com/SylvanDell 

Contact Information 

For additional information on  
Gopher to the Rescue! and other Sylvan Dell 

books, please contact Ashlee Rowe 
at 877-243-3457  (toll free),  
843-216-3804 (fax) or email 

ashleerowe@SylvanDellPublishing.com. 
 

612 Johnnie Dodds Blvd., Suite A2 
Mount Pleasant, SC 29464 

Thanks to Peter Frenzen, Mount St. Helens Monument Scientist, US Forest Service; Frederick J.  
Swanson, Research Geologist with the USDA Forest Service, Pacific Northwest Research Station 
and co-editor of In the Blast Zone: Catastrophe and Renewal on Mount St. Helens and  
Ecological Responses to the 1980 Eruption of Mount St. Helens; and Liz Westby, Outreach  
Assistant and Carolyn Driedger, Hydrologist/ Outreach Coordinator at the USGS Cascades  
Volcano Observatory, for reviewing this book for accuracy. 

Terry Catasús Jennings (pronounced cat ah soos) has been heavily  
involved in the arts for the past 20 years, serving as a Cultural Arts 
Chair in her children’s schools. She is a contributor to the National  
Science Resource Center’s (NSRC) Science and Technology for  
Children and Science and Technology Concepts for Middle Grades  
series. Her articles have appeared in The Washington Post, Long  
Island News Day and Ranger Rick and she wrote a family humor  
column for her local newspaper, The Reston Connection, for four 
years. Gopher to the Rescue: A Volcano Recovery Story is her first  
picture book. Terry is a member of SCBWI. She and her husband live 
in Northern Virginia. Visit her website at  
www.terryjennings.wordpress.com.  
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