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What child hasn’t wondered what 
it would be like to be an animal, 
able to hop, fly, or slither with 
ease? After a trip to an aquarium, 
Oliver decides he wants to be a 
sea otter. Oliver tries to copy sea 
otter behavior at meals, while 
playing, during a trip to the store, 
and at bath time. However, during 
the course of the day, Oliver 
discovers that he just doesn’t 
have the same adaptations. Being 
an otter isn’t easy for a human. 
What’s an otter—we mean, a 
boy—to do?

You can pretend to be an otter too with the 
“For Creative Minds” Section which includes:

Sea Otters and You
Marine Mammals
Sea Otter Tools

Get serious about learning 
with our teaching activities 
guide with oodles of fun for 

the classroom! 



Lisa Connors spent her childhood exploring fields and 
catching frogs in a nearby stream. No frogs were harmed 
in her adventures; she would build them a raft and set them 
floating back down the stream. Her love of nature lead her to 
obtain her BS in Medical Technology and two Masters, one 
in Environmental Studies and the other in Teaching. Now she 
shares her love of science and nature through writing. While 
she has long written nature essays, Oliver’s Otter Phase is 
Lisa’s debut picture book. Lisa lives in a home called “Halcyon” 
with her family, accompanied by their Redbone Bluetick hound, 
two cats, and lots of wildlife for Lisa to encounter and learn 
about. Visit her website at www.lisaconnors.wordpress.com.

Award-winning illustrator Karen Jones (formerly Karen Lee) 
began her career as a storyboard artist and editorial illustrator 
but it wasn’t until she had children of her own that she discovered 
her true artistic passion: children’s illustration. In addition to 
Oliver’s Otter Phase, Karen has illustrated Midnight Madness 
at the Zoo, One Odd Day, My Even Day and My Half Day for 
Arbordale. She has also written and illustrated ABC Safari. Karen 
and her family live outside of Raleigh, NC. Karen’s children join 
her on many research trips to museums, zoos and aquariums—a 
tough job, but someone has to do it! Visit her website at www.
karenjonesillustration.com
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