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Count Down to Fall Takes Gold 

Florida Publishers Association Awards Charleston Author  
 

Mount Pleasant, S.C. (October 21, 2010) – On Saturday, October 9, 2010, the Florida Publishers Association 

(FPA) presented its 2010 President’s Book Awards. Fran Hawk’s “Count Down to Fall” won Gold in the 

Children’s Picture Book category. 

 

Winners were selected from 61 entries by the competition’s 28 judges (25 librarians from across Florida and 3 

members of nationally recognized book design firms). One gold and up to two silver medals were awarded in 

each category.  

 

Children will count backwards from ten to one during one of the most colorful times of year-fall-in this award- 

winning picture book. With help from Sherry Neidigh’s illustrations, Hawk teaches children how the change in 

seasons affects plants and animals.  

 

Fran is a retired school media specialist who currently resides in Charleston, S.C. Her previous work includes 

“The Story of H.L. Hunley and Queenie’s Coin” which she wrote after the Hunley submarine was raised from 

Charleston harbor. In her latest work, “Ten Tips for Raising Readers”, Hawk shares how to bring children and 

books together. Hawk was inspired to write “Count Down to Fall” after realizing on a walk one autumn 

afternoon that she did not know the names of any of the leaves and trees around her. She checked out a leaf 

book from the library so she could teach her grandchildren. “Count Down to Fall” was the result! 

 

About Sylvan Dell Publishing 

Sylvan Dell Publishing’s mission is to excite children’s imaginations with artistically spectacular science, math 

and nature themed stories. Founded in November of 2004, Sylvan Dell has grown to include more than 75 

authors and illustrators, in the U.S. and Canada, and 55 titles – honored as finalists or winners of more than 70 

book awards. Our Science and Math Through Literature Program integrates reading, science, math, 

geography, character skills, and language learning through fun, cross-curricular activities. Sylvan Dell provides 

more online educator resources than any other publisher in the U.S. We offer schools, homeschooling families 

and public libraries a free one-year access to our ebook site license featuring the most technologically 

advanced eBooks each with Auto-Flip, Auto-Read, 3D page curling, and selectable English and Spanish text 

and audio through our School Resource Grant program. For more information, visit  

http://www.sylvandellpublishing.com. 
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