
Schedule a School Visit with  

Missouri Children’s Author  

Doris Mueller!  

Why did you write The Best Nest? 
“This is a retelling of an old English folktale, which features birds native to the United States. I wrote the 

manuscript because I remembered, when I was growing up, if I neglected to listen to my mother’s 

instructions for baking cookies, running an errand, or taking a 

telephone message, she would re-tell the old English tale of how, 

when the magpie tried to teach the birds how to build a beautiful, 

strong nest like hers, all but one failed to attend to her instructions 

and went off to build inadequate nests. So I retold the story, 

substituting birds native to this country, and added factual 

information telling how various birds build their nests. It not only 

provides an amusing story but also provides factual information 

about birds as well as reinforcing the importance of good listening. 

Doris Mueller (pronounced “Miller”) has been a teacher and professor at every level from kindergarten 

through graduate school.  She currently teaches college-level writing courses and a class in children’s 

literature.  Her other books are Small One’s Adventure, Marryin’ Sam, and M. Jeff Thompson: Missouri’s 
Swamp Fox.  Doris recalls that whenever she failed to listen to instructions, her mother would tell her the 

old English tale of the magpie and the birds who failed to listen.  Doris and her husband live on a small 

lake outside of St. Louis and have many bird visitors at their birdfeeders – woodpeckers, humming birds, 

nuthatches, and goldfinches, among others.  Their own children are grown and have flown the nest.   

The Best Nest is the tale of how each bird came to build its nest the way it does today.  Long ago, when 

the world was young, the magpies’ nests were the envy of all other birds.  To help the other birds, 

Maggie Magpie patiently explained how to build a nest.  But some birds were impatient and flew off 

without listening to all Maggie’s directions, which is why, to this day, birds’ nests come in all different 

shapes and seizes.  This clever retelling of an old English folktale features birds native to the United 

States and teaches students the importance of careful listening.   



How To Schedule: 

1. Coordinate with other classes (or schools or libraries), and decide what day works best. 

2. Contact author directly to schedule date, time and details.                                                                    

   Email Doris Mueller at DJMueller22@sbcglobal.net. 

3. Send letter home to parents announcing the author visit and offering them the opportunity to order 

autographed books for their children. (Form letter enclosed!)  

4. Preorder books and coordinate book sales with author. 

www.SylvanDellPublishing.com 

Not only is Doris’ book fun, it’s educational, too! 
The back of each Sylvan Dell book features a “For Creative Minds” section: 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Additional Online Resources include: Cross-curricular Teaching Activities, English/Spanish 

eBooks, Audiobooks, child-friendly Related Websites, Comprehension & Math Quizzes. Aligned 

to national and state curriculum Standards, and AR & Reading Counts Quizzes. 

The Best Nest 
• Bird Fun Facts 

• Bird Math 

• Match the Nest Activity 

• How to Help an Injured Bird 

 

Visit Details: 
• Doris is available to share her children's books at signings and readings in and around St. Louis, Missouri.  

• For school visits, Doris uses her picture book Small One's Adventure and her newest book, The Best Nest. 
• Doris does programs for kindergarteners through third graders and uses her books as starting points to 

discuss interesting facts about elephants and birds, as well as to reinforce listening skills.  

 

Rates: 
• For rates, please contact Doris Mueller at djmueller22@sbcglobal.net.  

843-971-6722 (of), 877-958-2699 (toll), 843-216-3804 (fax) 



Title 
Retail 

Price 

School Fair 

Price 
Quantity Total 

The Best Nest     

     

Please make checks payable to (if applicable):  
    

 

                     

  

  

SALES TAX             % 

TOTAL 

SUBTOTAL 

Dear Parents, 
 

We are excited to announce that children’s author Doris Mueller (The Best Nest) will be visiting our 

school on        to meet our students, talk about her book and 

lead the classroom(s) in fun, educational discussions and activities! To purchase a copy of the book 

so that your child can receive an autograph and remember this special day, please fill out and return 

the attached order form by       .   
 

             Best wishes,  

 
         

www.SylvanDellPublishing.com. 

Parent Name:     Parent Signature:                               

Yes! I would like to help my child remember  

Doris’ school visit! 

Name of Child:                   Name of Teacher:         

Grade:     Personalize Autograph To:          

Hardcover 

Paperback 

$16.95 

$8.95 


