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Questions to ask children before reading the book

¢ What do you think the book is about by looking at the cover? (or one
or two of the inside illustrations) Sometimes it is easy to tell from the
cover, other times it is not.

e What does the cover illustration show?

e Does the title tell you what the book is about?

e Who wrote the book?

e Who illustrated the book?

What do children already know?

e Young children are naturally inquisitive and are sponges for information. The
whole purpose of this activity is to help children verify the information they know
(or think they know) and to get them thinking “beyond the box” about a particular
subject, in this case the rainforest.

e The children should write down their “concepts” (or adults for them if the children
are not yet writing) on the provided chart found on the next page.

e Use the questions to get children thinking about what they already know. Feel
free to add more questions or thoughts according to the child(ren) involved.
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What do children already know—activity chart

Ask children to write down what they think they know before reading the book. If the
information is verified while reading the book or the “For Creative Mind” section (FCM),
check “yes.” If the information is wrong, mark “no” and cross it off. Write the correct
information in another section, below. Make a note of how you verify the information.

What do | think | know? Yes | No Verified

What is a rainforest? Text
Illustration
Info in FCM
Other

True or false: all rainforests are tropical. Text
lllustration
Info in FCM
Other

What animals live in a tropical rainforest? Text
lllustration
Info in FCM
Other

What plants grow in a tropical rainforest? Text
lllustration
Info in FCM
Other

What are some things that we eat or use that come Text

from the rainforest? [llustration
Info in FCM
Other

How do plants spread their seeds? Text
Illustration
Info in FCM
Other
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Use this chart for any other thoughts the children might have.

What do | think | know?

Yes

No

Verified

Text
llustration
Info in FCM
Other

Text
[llustration
Info in FCM
Other

Text
llustration
Info in FCM
Other

Text
Illustration
Info in FCM
Other

Text
Illustration
Info in FCM
Other

Text
[llustration
Info in FCM
Other

Text
Illustration
Info in FCM
Other

Text
llustration
Info in FCM
Other
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After reading the book — writing prompts & thinking it through

¢ Did the cover “tell” you what the book was about?
e If not, how does the illustration on the front relate to the story?
e Draw your own cover

¢ Can you think of another title for the book?

Re-read the book looking for more information
Go back and re-read the book studying each page carefully.

¢ The author based this book on the old song The Green Grass Grew All Around.
Have children help “sing” the book.

e What can be seen or inferred from the illustrations that is not or are not
mentioned in the text?

Fun things to look for

The illustrator added a bug or butterfly to each illustration. See if you can find them:

. Bug Bios from Insects.org

. Blue Morpho: Butterfly Pavilion

. Damselflies — Geocities (Australia)

. Dragonfly: Enchanted Learning

. Giant Ceiba Borer: god of insects

. Glasswing Butterfly: Olympus

. Kaydids — Zoo.org

. Lanternbug aka flying alligator or peanuthead bug: Clemson University
. Owl Butterfly: Butterfly Pavilion

. Saddleback Caterpillar: Clemson University
. Stink Bugs: Creatures University of Florida
« Tiger Moths — U. of Michigan
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http://www.insects.org/
http://www.butterflies.org/lvstk.cfm?lvstkID=7
http://www.geocities.com/brisbane_dragons/
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/subjects/insects/dragonfly/Dragonflyprintout.shtml
http://godofinsects.com/museum/display.php?sid=950
http://www.mic-d.com/gallery/butterfly/glasswingr1.html
http://www.zoo.org/educate/fact_sheets/katydid/katydid.htm
http://entweb.clemson.edu/museum/misc/misc/misc11.htm
http://www.butterflies.org/lvstk.cfm?lvstkID=22
http://entweb.clemson.edu/cuentres/cesheets/biting/ce193.htm
http://creatures.ifas.ufl.edu/veg/bean/southern_green_stink_bug.htm
http://insects.ummz.lsa.umich.edu/MES/notes/entnote19.html

What do children already know activity conclusion

¢ Do the children have any more questions about the rainforest? If so, write them
down on the chart.

o |dentify whether the information was verified and how.

e If the concept is correct, make a note of how the information was confirmed
(illustration, in text, in fun fact notes)

e |f the concept was not correct, what IS the correct information — with above
confirmation notes as above.

¢ If the concept was neither confirmed nor denied, look the information up in a
reliable source and note where it was confirmed.

e Wrap it all up by adding notes with new information that they learned either
through the reading or the research while looking up something else.
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Language Arts
Developing a vocabulary “word wall”

If using the book as a way to introduce a topic or subject, this is also a great way to
introduce subject-related vocabulary words. If you don’t have the time (or the inclination)
to develop the word wall by playing the Vocabulary Game (below), we have provided a
vocabulary list for you.

Vocabulary words for the “word wall” may be written on index cards, on a poster board,
or on a chalk board. If writing on poster board or chalk board, you might want to sort into
noun, verbs, etc. right away to save a step later. Leaving the words posted (even on a
refrigerator at home) allows the children to see and think about them frequently.

Vocabulary game

This activity is designed to get children thinking of vocabulary words which will then be
used as the beginning vocabulary list for a science lesson.

Select an illustration (the first double page spread has all plants and animals mentioned
in the book and is a good one to use)and give children a specific length of time (five
minutes?) to write down all the words the children can think of about the particular
subject. If you do not have classroom sets of the book, it is helpful to project an
illustration on a white board. Check Web site(www.SylvanDellPublishing.com) for book
“previews” that may be used for this purpose.

Their word list should include anything and everything that comes to mind, including
nouns, verbs and adjectives. At the end of the time period, have each child take turns
reading a word from his/her list. If anyone else has the word, they do nothing. If
however, they are the only one with the word, they should circle it. While reading the list,
one person should write the word on a flashcard or large index card and post it on a
bulletin board or wall.

At the end, the child with the most words circled “wins.” And you have a start to your
science vocabulary list. Note if children use an incorrect word, this is a good time to
explain the proper word or the proper usage.

Putting it all together

The following activities may be done all together or over a period of several days.

e Continue to add words to the vocabulary list as children think of them.

e Sort vocabulary words into nouns, verbs, adjectives, etc. and write what it is on
the back of the card. When the cards are turned over, all you will see is “noun,”
etc. (These can then be used to create silly sentences, below)

¢ Now sort the vocabulary words into more specific categories. For example,
nouns can be divided into plants, animals, rocks, minerals, etc. They can be
divided into living/non-living, or into habitat-related words.

e Have children create sentences using their vocabulary words. Each sentence
could be written on a separate slip of paper.

e Have children (individually or in small groups) sort and put sentences into
informative paragraphs or a story.

o Edit and re-write paragraphs into one informative paper or a story.
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Nouns
amphibians
ants
bat
birds
bromeliads
bugs
butterflies
deforestation
eyes
frogs
insects
jaguar
jungle
mammals
nest
parasite
parrot
pineapple
pods
poison
predator
prey
rain
rainforest
reptiles
seed
sloths
shake
sunlight
temperate
toucan
tropical
vines
wind
wings

The Rainforest
Grew All Around

Suggested vocabulary list

adjectives
colorful

fake
flexible
green
green
large
lush
poison
rainy
spotted
wet

Qe Sylvan Dell Publishing

verbs
camouflage
crawl
creep
deforest
fly
grow
hang
hide
hunt
poison
rain
slither
wait

adverbs

quietly
slowly
upside-down
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The Rainforest
Grew All Around

Silly sentence structure activity

This is a fun activity that develops both an understanding of sentence structure and the
science subject. Use words from the “word wall” to fill in the blanks. After completing silly
sentences for fun, have children try to fill in the proper words by looking for the
information in the book.

The jaguar waits for prey.
adjective adverb
use their necks to reach
noun adjective
and beaks to pluck fruit from the trees.
adjective

s are the only mammals that fly.

noun

Sloths - with their claws.
Verb adverb

Leafcutter s pick up and carry the leaves

noun

to a garden in their underground nest.

Natives use the poison from the dart s to hunt.
Wind s the kapok fluff away from
Verb noun
the tree so a new tree can grow away from the plant.
Return to Top
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The Rainforest
Grew All Around

Word search

Find the hidden words. Even non-reading children can try to match letters to letters to
find the words! Easy — words go up to down or left to right.

For older children, identify the coordinates of the first letter in each word (number, letter).

A B C D E F G H I J
1 A G @) A R U B B E R
2 B R @) M E L I A D A
3 A E S E E D S T U I
4 T W L I F E A J E N
5 B R O M E L I A D F
6 K C T @) F R @) G H O
7 A D H U N T A U B R
8 P \% I N E S N A K E
9 @) F L U F F T R E S
10 K T @) U C A N A S T
., RAINFOREST ., JAGUAR __,__ TOUCAN
_,___ SLOTH ., SNAKE _,___ SEEDS
., FROG _,___ BROMELIAD _,  BAT
., ANT ., VINES ., KAPOK
., GREW ., FLUFF ., RUBBER
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Science
Edible sorting and classifying activity

Gather together a cup of edible “sorting items.” For example:

¢ As many different kinds of M&Ms or small candies as you can find
o Chocolate & peanut butter chips

o Hershey kisses

e Peanuts or other type of nuts

Ask the child(ren) to sort the items into groups. There is no right and wrong, only what
makes sense to the child. When finished, ask:

What criteria or attribute (color, size, ingredient, etc.) did you use to sort the items?

¢ Are there some items that fit more than one group or don't fit any group?
e |sit easy to sort or were there some items that were a little confusing?

If more than one person did this, did everyone sort by the same criteria? To really extend
the learning, graph the attributes used to sort the items. (blank graph below)

Sorting by attribute graph

Graph the attributes that children used to sort their items.
What was the most common attribute (size, shape, color, etc.) used?

o

RINWAOIO|N|00|O|(

Attribute:
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Classifying animals

Animals can be sorted too. What are some attributes you might use to sort animals?
¢ By habitat
e Does it have a backbone?
e Do they have arms or legs?
¢ How many legs do they have?
¢ Do they have stripes or patterns on their bodies?
e Do they walk, swim, jump, or fly?

Some things are very easy for scientists to sort or classify, other things are not so easy.
The first question they will ask is whether the item is (or was) alive or not. Both plants
and animals are living things.

If the item in question is an animal, like the animals in the story, scientists will then ask
other questions:

o Does it have hair or fur, feathers, or dry skin or scales?

e Does it breathe oxygen from air through lungs or water through gills?
e Are the babies born alive or from eggs?

e Does the baby eat milk from its mother?

e |s it warm or cold-blooded?

¢ How many body parts does the animal have?

By answering these (and other) questions, scientists can sort or classify the animals into
“classes” such as mammal, bird, reptile, fish, amphibian, or insect.
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Activity or sorting cards
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Animal card games

Who Am 1? Copy or download the cards. Poke a hole through the card and tie onto a
piece of yarn. Each child should put on a “card necklace” so that the card is on their
back. Each child should ask “yes/no” questions to guess what animal they are.

Go Fish Make two copies of the cards to play “Go Fish.” Deal four cards to two players
or three cards to three or four players. Instead of asking for the animal by name, the
child must ask for the card using some kind of animal description, such as “do you have
a bird from the rainforest?” The other player verifies the animal with “do you want a
toucan?” before giving away the card. If the person does not have a match, they say “go
fish” and the first child draws a card from the pile. A match is set down and the child
continues with his/her turn until he/she has no more matches and the play goes to the
next child. The first child to get rid of all his/her cards, wins.

Same or different Select any two cards and have child decide what the two items have
in common and what things are different.

A day in the life of . ..

¢ Pick an animal from the book and pretend that you are that animal.

e Explain where you live (habitat).

e What do you eat?

¢ What animals might eat you?

¢ How do you protect yourself from those animals?

e Where do you sleep or rest?

e Write a paragraph about what do you do during the day (or night if nocturnal)?

Return to Top

Qe Sylvan Dell Publishing
’ 15



Science journal

Have children draw a picture to define the vocabulary word or concept

tropical

rainforest

seed disbursement
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camouflage

predator

prey
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Venn diagram
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Math

Recipe measurements

It is sometimes necessary to only make half of a recipe or to double the recipe to make
twice as much. How would you change the measurements of the Rainforest Cookie

recipe to make half or double?

2 to 2 ¥ cups all purpose flour
1 tsp. baking soda

1 tsp. salt

1 tsp. cinnamon

1 stick butter (1/2 cup), softened

1 medium ripe banana
% cup granulated sugar
% cup brown sugar

1 tsp. vanilla extract

2 eqggs

Y. cup sweetened coconut flakes

4 cups (12 0z) chocolate chips
1 cup chopped cashews

Some helpful measurement equivalents:

3 tsp. equal 1 Ths.
4 Tbs. equal ¥ cup
2 Tbs. equals 1/8 cup

How many % cups in a cup?
How many % cups in a % cup?

12

given double
21to 2 1/4 cups
1 tsp.

1 tsp.

1 tsp.

1 stick

1 medium

1/2 cup

1/2 cup

1 tsp.

2 eggs

1/4 cup

4 cups (12 oz.)
1 cup

If 4 cups of chocolate chips equals a 12 oz. bag, how many oz. would 2 cups be?

Qe Sylvan Dell Publishing
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Research and geography
Where in the world?

Not all rainforests are hot, tropical jungles close to the equator. There are rainforests in
much cooler climates called “temperature rainforests”. The west coast of North America
from the Pacific Northwest and into Canada and Alaska has temperate rainforests. Other
temperate rainforests are found in some parts of Chile, New Zealand, the British Isles,
Norway, and Tasmania.
Research where rainforests are found throughout the world.

Use the world map to indicate where the rainforests are.

Arctiz Clrale o =

NonhAm.nc;‘;."{v"v- g - 7t 2 ¢ ~ Asin
Tropis of Cander
Africa
/e
Y )
—Equator _ .
SeuthAmerca » \ \
Trepie of Capriceen
Australia
Antarctic Circle
> N i A Amtarctica
Where is the closest rainforest to where you live?
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Rainforest Pick-a-Project
Becci Curry
Teacher of the Gifted & Talented
St. Marys (GA) Elementary School

Becci Curry recently developed a set of task cardst h at s hP&k-ezRadjett’cards. The idea is for the
student to select an activity that will appeal to their learning style and areas of natural intelligence. They will
then create the product described on the task card, which will later be used to teach his or her fellow
classmates. Becca believes that the teacher is not the only person in the classroom capable of instruction;
she wants her students to learn from themselves (through research and further investigation) and from one
another as well.

Create a rainforest butterfly collection using transparency sheets and
permanent markers. Make a model of at least 10 butterflies, ID each,
and pin to a board.

Write a song about the rainforest, sung to the tune of your favorite children’s
song.

Write and illustrate a story about getting lost in the
rainforest. Explain how the animals help you
survive.

Create a rainforest crossword puzzle with at least 20
rainforest insects, plants, and mammals.
www.puzzlemaker.com

Write and illustrate an “Animal Language to English” translating dictionary,
explaining what at least 20 common animal sounds mean.

Create a Rainforest Wheel of Fortune game show, showing off all of your
rainforest knowledge.

Write a story about a macaw that is captured in the rainforest
and forced to perform at a circus.

Create a diary of a bird that spends its winters in the rainforest.
How has his home changed over the past 20 years? (One
entry for each year).

Write and illustrate a comic strip about a scarlet macaw that
speaks to visitors of the rainforest.

Create a Flip-book describing and illustrating the birds of the rainforest.

L Sylvan Dell Publishing
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http://www.puzzlemaker.com/

Write a “Jokes & Riddles of the Rainforest” book,
with at least 20 entries.

Write a letter to President Bush explaining all of the
| reasons that we must work to save the rainforests.

Create a “Homes for Sale” ad book. Feature at
least 10 rainforest homes, describing the features of
each.

Create a board game about the adventures of a
family of dart frogs. Be sure to include their habitat, food, and behavior.

Create a 3-D poster illustrating the plants of each layer of
the rainforest.

Create a “Guide to Rainforest Plants” drawing and
describing at least 20 plants found in the rainforest.

Create a map of the rainforest plants, illustrating each
layer.

Create a mobile of rainforest flowers, plants & vines.
Create a “Products of the Rainforest” guide”.

Create a hidden picture poster of the layers of the rainforest. Show animals
hiding throughout each layer.

Create an ABC'’s of the Rainforest book, with a page for each letter of the
alphabet.

Create a word search puzzle with at least 20
mammals of the rainforest.

Create a diorama showing life in the rainforest
canopy. Be sure to include all of the plants and
animals living there.

Make a funny comic strip about a speedy sloth that
meets the world’s slowest jaguar.

Create a crossword puzzle with at least 20 animals from the rainforest.

Create a travel poster advertising a week-long vacation in the rainforest. Be sure
to describe food, lodging, and activities.
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Create a mobile with rainforest reptiles and
amphibians.

Create a map of the rainforest. Be sure to include
the homes of as many animals as you can. Include
a map key

Create a flip-book of rainforest amphibians and
reptiles.

- Create a diorama illustrating the layers of the
rainforest and the reptiles living in each layer.

Create “Survival Guide” for the rainforest. Make at least 10 entries that explain
how to survive a life threatening situation.

Create a poster illustrating the most important plant, mammal, bird, reptile,
amphibian, and insect in the rainforest. Explain .
each choice.

Create a game show with many questions and
categories from the rainforest.

Create a puppet show version of the “The Rainforest
Grew All Around” (using stick puppets that you
create yourselves)

Create a poster illustrating the food web in the rainforest. Use at least 20 inter-
related examples.

Create a picture dictionary illustrating the all of the reptiles in the rainforest.

Create a rainforest insect model collection. Use clay to form the insects life-size.
; Pin them on a board, adding ID cards.

Create a rainforest insect mobile. Use art supplies to make the
insects, hang them with string.

Create a word search with at least 20 different insects found in
the rainforest. www.puzzlemaker.com

Create a hidden picture with “lift-the-flap” features showing insect camouflaged in
the rainforest.
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